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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR.AG, US 

SUBJECT: BOUMEDIENE MEETING WITH SENATOR FULBRIGHT 

1. SUMMARY: SENATOR FULBRIGHT HAS LONG CONVERSATION 
WITH BOUMEDIENE. LATTER ACCUSES US OF PRESSURING 
SPAINIARDS TO ACCOMMODATE MOROCCANS AND SAYS THIS IS 
SHORT-SIGHTED ON OUR PART. ALSO SAYS WE SUPPORT FLNA 
AND UNITA IN ANGOLA. DESCRIBES SINO-SOVIET CONFLICT AS 
BEING IN INTEREST THIRD WORLD. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCOMPANIED SENATOR FULBRIGHT IN CALL ON PRESIDENT 
BOUMEDIENE MORNING NOVEMBER 18. PRESIDENT RELAXED AND 
ENGAGED IN ANIMATED DISCUSSION LASTING ALMOST HOUR AND A 
HALF, OCCASIONALLY LAPSING INTO FRENCH AS HE GOT CARRIED 
AWAY WITH DIALOGUE. CONVERSATION WIDE RANGING AND 
COVERED MANY POINTS. OF PARTICULAR INTEREST HOWEVER 
WERE HIS REMARKS ON US-ALGERIAN RELATIONS, SPANISH 
SAHARA, ANGOLA AND SINO-SOVIET DISPUTE. 

3. US-ALGERIAN RELATIONS. BOUMEDIENE SAID OUR RELATIONS 
WERE IMPROVING AND HE THOUGHT THEY WOULD CONTINUE TO DO 
SO. THERE WERE HOWEVER A NUMBER OF POLITICAL PROBLEMS 
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WHICH CROPPED UP FROM TIME TO TIME. THEY HAD INCLUDED 
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VIETNAM IN THE PAST AND STILL INCLUDED THE MIDDLE EAST, 
ANGOLA AND NOW THE SAHARA. HE COMMENTED THAT QUOTE I 
KNOW YOUR GOVERNMENT IS EXCITED ABOUT THE VOTES AT THE 
UN ON KOREAN AND ZIONIST ISSUES BUT YOU SHOULD NOT BE. 
THESE ISSUES ARE MARGINAL AND THEY DO NOT AFFECT THE 
POSITION OF THE US IN THE WORLD. UNQUOTE. 

4. SAHARA. PRESIDENT SAID SPAIN, MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA 
WERE PROCEEDING TO DIVIDE UP SAHARA AS THOUGH IT WERE 
PIECE OF CAKE BELONGING TO SPAIN. THEY WERE SUPPORTED 
IN THIS ENDEAVOR BY SENEGAL AND IT WAS ANOTHER 
MANIFESTATION OF THE OLD FRANCOPHONE UNION. FURTHERMORE, 
US AND FRANCE HADPRESSURED SPANISH TO ACCEDE TO 
MOROCCAN DESIRES. HE WAS NOT EXAGGERATING WHEN HE SAID 
THIS. IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE THAT A POWER SUCH AS SPAIN 

WOULD REVERSE IN SUCH BRIEF PERIOD A POLICY EMBODIED 
IN THE SOLEMN DECLARATION MADE BY JEAN CAROLS AT EL AIUN 
IN ABSENCE OVERWHELMING PRESSURE. ONLY POWER ABLE EXERT 
SUCH PRESSURE WAS US. 

5. HE UNDERSTOOD STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS WHICH HAD 
MOVED AMERICANS TO ACT AS THEY DID. THEY HAVE BASES 
IN SPAIN AND MOROCCO AND WERE INTERESTED IN CANARY 
ISLANDS LYING OFF MOROCCAN COAST. THEY WOULD THEREFORE 
FEEL IT IN THEIR INTEREST TO PROMOTE AGREEMENT WHICH 
WOULD ON ONE HAND APPEAR TO SOLIDIFY MOROCCAN REGIME 
AND ON OTHER GET NEW REGIME IN SPAIN OFF TO GOOD START, 
WHILE BLOCKING EXPANISION OF ALGERIAN REVOLUTION. 

6. PRESIDENT HAD DISCUSSED THIS QUESTION IN DETAIL WITH 

ME ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS AND I HAD ALWAYS RESPONDED WITH 
A VERY LOGICAL STATEMENT OF US POSITION, WHICH WAS THAT 
WE SUPPORTED UN RESOLUTIONS. WE HAD PLAYED A VERY 
SKILLFUL GAME OF MANIFESTING SUPPORT OF UN RESOLUTIONS 
THROUGH PUBLIC UTTERANCES WHILE AT SAME TIME 
PUSHING SPANISH TO ACCOMMODATE MOROCCANS. WHILE THERE 
HAD BEEN NEW TRENDS IN OUR POLICIES IN RECENT YEARS A 
RECURRENT THEME WAS OUR SUPPORT FOR CORRUPT REGIMES 
LIKE HASSAN'S. HE HAD READ IN A FOREIGN MAGAZINE THAT 
HASSAN'S NET WORTH WAS DOLS 500 MILLION. THAT WAS 
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CORRUPTION. WE MIGHT APPEAR TO BE MAKING SHORT TERM 
GAINS BUT IN THE LONG TERM WE WERE GOING TO LOSE. WE 
WERE GIVING ALGERIA A KICK, A BLOW. THIS WAS A MISTAKE. 

WE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO COOPERATE WITH ALGERIA AND WE 
SHOULD TAKE IT. MUCH OF OUR PROBLEMS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
RESULTED FROM OUR FAILURE TO RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THE 
NUMBEROUS OPENINGS OFFERED BY NASSER. HE IMPLIED THAT 
TODAY WE WERE IN A SIMILAR SITUATION VIS-A-VIS ALGERIA. 
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7. BOUMEDIENE SAID THAT PRTITION OF SAHARA IN DEFIANCE 
WISHES OF ITS PEOPLE WAS GOING UPSET BALANCE OF POWER IN 
THE AREA WITH CONSEQUENCES WHICH COULD NOT BE PREDICTED. 

HE STATED QUOTE I WAS NOT CONSULTED ABOUT THIS 
ARRANGEMENT AND I DO NOT INTEND TO ACCEPT IT. THIS 
IGNORING OF THE WISHES OF THE PEOPLE WILL LEAD TO 
VIOLENCE. UNQUOTE. ALGERIA, WHICH HAD TRIED ITS BEST 
FOR TEN YEARS TO FOLLOW POLICY OF PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE 
WITH ITS NEIGHBORS, WOULD NOW HAVE TO QUESTION WISDOM 
OF THAT POLICY. PRECEDENTS WOULD BE ESTABLISHED WHICH 
WOULD ENCOURAGE LARGER FROG TO EAT THE SMALLER. WHAT, 

HE ASKED, IF ALGERIA ATE MAURITANIA? IT WOULD BE QUITE 
EASY TO DO. ALGERIANS REGRETTED THAT DISHONORABLE WAY 
HAD BEEN FOUND TO SETTLE SAHARA QUESTION, WHICH SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN SETTLED HONORABLY THROUGH UN. HASSAN HAD SPOKEN 
TO HIS PEOPLE OF HIS REIGN LASTING UNTIL 2000. BOUMEDIENE 
DOUBTED IT. 
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8. ANGOLA. PRESIDENT SAID ANGOLA OFFERED BIZARRE SCENE 
OF US, CHINA, EUROPEAN POWERS AND SOUTH AFRICA SUPPORTING 
UNITA AND FLNA DIRECTLY AND INDIRECTLY THROUGH ZAIRE. 
OPPOSING THIS UNHOLY ALLIANCE, SOVEITS WERE FULLY 
COMMITTED TO MPLA. US APPEARED FEAR CREATION REVOLUTIONARY 
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REGIMES IN THE WORLD. IT WAS FOREVER BACKING THE WRONG 
HORSE. THE VERDICT OF HISTORY WOULD SHOW WE WERE WRONG. 
(ABERKANE OF FOREIGN MINISTRY, WITH WHOM I DISCUSSED 
PRESIDENT'S REMARKS AT LUNCH, SAID THERE WAS 
TENDENCY WITHIN ALGERIAN GOVERNMENT TO SEE DIRECT 
CONNECTION BETWEEN OUR POLICIES IN SAHARA AND ANGOLA. 

IT HAD BEEN CONCLUDED THAT WE WERE ATTEMPTING FRUSTRATE 
ALGERIAN REVOLUTION. ABERKANE ADMITTED THAT THIS SORT 
OF LOGIC WAS RESULT OF FRENCH TRAINING AND NEED MADE 
DEDUCTIONS TO ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS. THIS MENTALITY IS 
REMARKABLY REMINISCENT OF EGYPTIAN VIEW IN 1960S THAT OUR 
ACTIONS IN MIDDLE EAST WERE EXPLAINED PRIMARILY BY OUR 
DESIRE OBSTRUCT EGYPTIAN REVOLUTION.) 

9. SINO-SOVIET DISPUTE. IN COURSE OF EXPOSITION ON 

STATE OF WORLD BOUMEDIENE SAID ALGERIA AND OTHER THIRD 
WORLD COUNTRIES PROFITED FROM BALANCE OF POWER WHICH 
KEPT ANY BLOC OF CAPITALISTS OR COMMUNIST WORLD FROM 
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DOMINATING. IN THIS RESPECT, CONTINUATION OF SINO-SOVIET 
CONFLICT WAS IN THEIR INTEREST. 

10. SENATOR FULBRIGHT ASKED FOR BOUMEDIENE'S VIEWS OF 
THIS CONFLICT AND WHETHER HE THOUGHT IT WOULD LEAD TO 
ARMED STRUGGLE. BOUMEDIENE SAID HE WAS NOT QUALIFIED TO 
COMMENT ON LATTER POINT ALTHOUGH HE DOUBTED TWO PARTIES 
WOULD COME TO BLOWS. HE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT HE HAD SOME 
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT CHINA AND SOVIETS. FIRST OF THESE WAS 
THAT CHINA WAS DEVELOPING COUNTRY, EVEN THOUGH IT HAD 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, WHEREAS RUSSIA WAS INDUSTRIALIZED 
NATION. CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO WAS THEREFORE 
DIFFICULT. SECOND OBSERVATION WAS THAT CHINA WAS ENORMOUS 
COUNTRY AND IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR IT TO FOLLOW MEEKLY 

IN WAKE OF SOVIETS. THEY WOULD HAVE TO TAKE INDEPENDENT 
POSITION. OTHER THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES ALSO WANTED TO 
TAKE INDEPENDENT POSITION AND FOR THIS REASON SOVIETS 
OPPOSED NONALIGNED MOVEMENT BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT IT WAS 
A POSSIBLE OBSTACLE TO COMMUNIST EXPANSION. KIM IL SUNG 
HAD ASKED HIM IF HE COULD JOIN NONALIGNED MOVEMENT, AND 
BOUMEDIENE HAD SAID HE WAS WELCOME. SOVIETS 
HOWEVER HAD POSED STRONG OBJECTIONS BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT 
FOR KIM TO DO SO WOULD INCREASE HIS INDEPENDENCE. 

1 1 . ON ISSUE OF US-SOVIET RELATIONS, BOUMEDIENE COMMENTED 
THAT QUOTE THERE SHOULD NOT BE MILITARY CONFRONTATION BUT 
PEACEFUL COMPETITION BETWEEN THE US AND THE SOVIET UNION, 
AND IN THIS COMPETITION THE US HAS MORE TO OFFER THAN THE 
SOVIETS UNQUOTE. 
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12. SENATOR FULBRIGHT RESPONDED TO BOUMEDIENE'S REMARKS 
ON SAHARA BY SAYING THAT THIS CRISIS HAD ARISEN SINCE 

HE HAD LEFT SENATE AND HE REALLY NOT IN POSITION TO 
COMMENT AUTHORITATIVELY. HE HAD IMPRESSION HOWEVER THAT 
US FOLLOWING POLICY OF NEUTRALITY AND HE DOUBTED VERY 
MUCH THAT THERE WAS NAY INTENT ON PART AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 
TO FRUSTRATE ALGERIAN REVOLUTION. HE SENSED NO ANIMOSITY 
IN USG TOWARD ALGERIA AND HE THOUGHT THERE WAS MUCH 
EVIDENCE OF OUR DESIRE COOPERATE WITH IT. EXIM BANK 
WAS COOPERATING, AMERICAN BUSINESS WAS COOPERATING 
AND HE HIMSELF HAD BEEN HERE TRYING TO FACILITATE 
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EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGES. AMERICAN PEOPLE WERE DIVERSE 
AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS OFTEN AWKWARD AND DID NOT 
ALWAYS MOVE AS QUICKLY AS ONE MIGHT WISH. FOR THAT 
REASON A CERTAIN INCONSISTENCY OFTEN APPEARED IN OUR 
POLICIES, BUT HE WAS SURE THAT WHILE THERE WERE MANY 
AREAS OF THE WORLD IN WHICH WE AND THE ALGERIANS MIGHT 
HAVE CONFLICTING POLICIES, HE DID NOT THINK THAT THERE 
WAS NAY ENMITY TOWARDS ALGERIA ON THE PART OF THE US. 

13. AT CLOSE OF CONVERSATION I SAID I WANTED RETURN 
TO QUESTION OF SPANISH SAHARA. I HAD UNDERSTOOD 
BOI TMFDTENF. TO SAY THAT JUAN CARLOS HAD SAID WE HAD 
PUT PRESSURE ON SPANISH TO ACCOMMODATE MOROCCANS. HAD 
I HEARD CLEARLY? BOUMEDIENE SAID NO, THIS WAS NOT WHAT 
HE HAD SAID. WHAT HE HAD SAID WAS THAT ALGERIANS HAD 
HEARD THIS FROM SPANISH SOURCES AND HAD ALSO DEDUCED 
IT FROM THEIR OWN ANALYSIS OF THE SITUATION. HE THEN 
SAID, QUOTE YOU ARE GOING BACK TO WASHINGTON TOMORROW, 

ARE YOU NOT? UNQUOTE. I CONFIRMED THIS. QUOTE PLEASE 
TELL THE SECRETARY FROM ME THAT YOUR POLICY ON THE 
SAHARA HAS NOT BEEN NEUTRAL. UNQUOTE. HE TURNED THEN TO 
SENATOR AND SAID QUOTE MY REMARKS ARE NO REFLECTION ON 
THE AMBASSADOR, IT IS HIS GOVERNMENT. UNQUOTE. 

PARKER 



SECRET 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEDICAL CARE, DEPENDENTS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION, POLITICAL SITUATION, 
SINO SOVIET DISPUTES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 NOV 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ALGIER03372 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750403-0009 
From: ALGIERS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 975/newtext/tl 9751 130/aaaabaiz. tel 

Line Count: 264 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 APR 2003 by GarlanWA>; APPROVED <29 APR 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BOUMEDIENE MEETING WITH SENATOR FULBRIGHT 

TAGS: AMED, SG, SS, AO, XF, (WALDSTEIN, ALFRED), (FULBRIGHT, J WILLIAM) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




